
 

 

St. Matthew 14:196 

“and taking the five loaves and the two fish, Jesus 

looked up to heaven and said a blessing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 2, 2026 

Weekly Service 10:00 am 

Prelude   

 *The Processional Hymn              Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                          (ELW) No. 533 

 *The Confession and Forgiveness                                                  (ELW) page  94 

    P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: Most merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 *The Apostolic Greeting                                                      (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                            (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

   



 

*The Hymn of Praise                           This Is The Feast                                  (ELW) page 140 

 

*The Prayer of the Day 

     P:   Let us pray, 

    C:   Almighty, eternal God, your kindness is far more than we desire or deserve. 

Generously pour out your mercy to forgive where our conscience is afraid and to 

provide that for which by ourselves, we do not even presume to pray; through   

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading                                                                                                  Isaiah 55:1-5 

     L: The Word of the Lord. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                            Psalm 136:1-9 [23-26] 

 

1Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
4to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 
6to him who spread out the earth above the waters, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 
7to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; 

[23It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures for-

ever; 
24and rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
25he who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
26Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.] 



Second Reading                                                                Romans 9:1-5 [6-13] 

  L:  The Word of the Lord.     

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                                    (ELW) page 142 

     C:   Allelula, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.                    

  Allelula.  Allelula. 

 

* The Gospel                                                                                           Matthew 14:13-21  

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

   

Sermon                              Rev. Robert B. Grewe                                   

 

*The Hymn of the Day                    I Love to Tell the Story                                (ELW) No. 661 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus 

 Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

 the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

 buried:  He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; 

 He ascended into heaven, and  sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

 Almighty; from  thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 

*The Prayers of the Church  (response)  

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                         

*The Offertory                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                     (SBH)  No. 27 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                         (ELW) page 144 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Lamb of God                                                                                            (ELW) page 146 

The Distribution      

 

 Communion Hymn                    O Living Bread from Heaven                            (ELW) No. 542 

 

Prayer/Blessing 

 

  Announcements 

 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

C: Amen, Amen, Amen. 

*The Recessional Hymn           Guide Me, Ever Great Redeemer                              (ELW)  No. 618 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*Sending Hymn                                 Be the Love of Christ 

Postlude                               
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God. 

 

The Lay Reader is Lisa Maust. 

 

Acolytes are  Jacin and Trevor Flowers. 

 

Counters/Greeters today are R. Williams and L. Sten. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you join us in worship 

this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If you have questions, please see 

the pastor or contact the church office. 

 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact Pastor Grewe. 

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/


 

 

 

 

 

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-

letin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2026. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026.  Please sign up. 

———————————————————————————————–———————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Greg Mason, Ed Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Sandy Hebrank, Richard & 

Lisa Hager, Anneleise Christian, Rick & Amande, RJ, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westcott, 

Jerry Garrison, Apollos Yocca, Cathie Schuett-Weaver, Grant Baun, Nikki Thon, 

Amy Verderber, RJ and James, and Dennis S. 

 

 

 

 

Sober House Living 

724-228-2203 

Turning Point at Washington 

————————————————————————— 

 

  

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from beginners to                  

experienced. We hope that you will join us for fellowship and fun. Please contact the church   

office if you have any questions.  



 

Listening for the Promise 

Weekly Devotional 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13) – August 2, 2026 

Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,  
“This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and 

buy food for themselves.”  
But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We 

have only five loaves here and two fish.”  
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and 

taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and 

were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 

- Matthew 14:15-20 – 

 
Have you ever been asked to do something that you ultimately felt unqualified to do, so you 

say no? Or, you say yes with incredible doubt, but end up sticking with it and learning some-
thing new? There are times when we can all relate to this scenario because we all have had 
doubts about our skills and talents. There’s also the possibility we simply believe that we don’t 
have enough to offer. 

In our Scripture today, we read about the disciples being told to feed the growing crowds of 
people with only five loaves of bread and two fish. The disciples were asked to do something 
they thought was impossible; they didn’t believe there was enough to give. But what does Jesus 
do? He takes the loaves and fish, looks up to heaven, and says a blessing over them. Jesus took 
what little they had and turned it into something more. 

It's the same with our doubt about what we have to give, whether it is our time, talent, or 
money; God can multiply and use whatever resource we give over to him. Therefore, we don't 
have to harbor those doubts as to whether we are enough, or have enough, in order to do what 
God is asking of us. 

This Scripture is a beautiful reminder that when we prayerfully turn our doubts over to God, 
we can serve the Lord in a multitude of ways! Imagine how satisfying and fulfilling to serve in 
such capacity! 

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of our time, talents, and treasures. May we always turn 
them over to you in order to serve in ways we can’t even imagine. Amen. 
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