St. Matthew 14:196

“Yand taking the five loaves and the two fish, Jesus
looked up to heaven and said a blessing”
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 2, 2026
Weekly Service 10:00 am
Prelude
*The Processional Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW) No. 533
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.



*The Hymn of Praise This Is The Feast (ELW) page 140

*The Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C: Almighty, eternal God, your kindness is far more than we desire or deserve.
Generously pour out your mercy to forgive where our conscience is afraid and to
provide that for which by ourselves, we do not even presume to pray; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 55:1-5
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 136:1-9 [23-26]

1Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
2Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;

4to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever;

5to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures
forever;

¢to him who spread out the earth above the waters, for his steadfast love endures
forever;

’to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever;

8the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever;

?the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever;
[23I1 is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures for-
ever;

24and rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever;

25he who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever.

26Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.]



Second Reading Romans 9:1-5 [6-13]
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelulq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Allelula. Allelula.

*The Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day I Love to Tell the Story (ELW) No. 661

*The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus
Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.
Amen.

*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.



*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27
*The Great Thanksgiving (ELW) page 144
*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihngdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God (ELW) page 146
The Distribution

Communion Hymn O Living Bread from Heaven (ELW) No. 542

Prayer/Blessing

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.
*The Recessional Hymn Guide Me, Ever Great Redeemer (ELW) No. 618

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

*Sending Hymn Be the Love of Christ

Postlude



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 QGra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du -ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it 1s plant-ed, bring forth pre- cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I wun - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 1s  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort 1in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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140 HOLY COMMUNION
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
q “ 1 | ﬁ L 1 il | e—

2] ] ' ! 3 i ] ] I
e e i
%“i ' |

al-le - lu-ia, al-le - Iu - ia. 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
oy Refrain
<ATEEEN o J“ L I’E-F i
& é B 8 | . —  —
) ' ¥

This is the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God.
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3 Sing with all the
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A - men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - a.
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu-ida, al -1le - lu - ia.




[ Love to Tell the Story
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I love totell the sto - ry of un-seen things a - bove,
[  love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
I love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it  best
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of Je - sus and his glo-ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I  tell i, more won-der-ful - ly  sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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[ love to tell the sto-ry, be- cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
I'lll. sing the old, old sto - ry that I have loved so long.
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ’twill be my theme in glo-ry
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The Communion
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Spir - it from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of
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thy sal - va- tion: and up - hold me with thy free Spir - it.
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542 O Living Bread from Heaven
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1 O liv - ing Bread from heav - en, how well you feed your guest!
2 My Sav-ior, you have led me with - in  your ho - liest place,
3 You gave me all I want - ed; this food can death de - stroy.
4 Oh, grant me then, well-strength-ened with heav’'n-ly food, while here
PP ——f—e o P . o
e—le o o e -
ZAL T e P
N 4 . | | | | . ,
i s = ——
(R - o——— 1+
y o - r & r ﬁ :
The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me with trea - sures of your grace;
And you have free - ly grant - ed the cup of end-less joy.
my course on earth is  length-ened, to serve you, free from fear;
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O won-drous food of bless - ing! O cup that heals our woes!
for you have free -ly giv - en what earth could nev - er buy,

My Lord, I do not mer - it the fa - vor you have shown,
and bring me home to praise you where none can peace de - stroy,
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My heart, this gift pos-sess - ing, in thank-ful song o’er - flows!
the bread of life from heav - en, that now I shall not die.

and all my soul and spir - it bow down be - fore your throne.
where I  will ev - er raise you glad songs in end-less  joy.
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618

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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1 Guide me ev - er, great Re - deem -er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun - tain  where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge  of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might - y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav -en, bread of heav - en,

all my

jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,

strong de - liv - ’rer,

safe on Ca - naan’s side. @ Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es
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feed me now and

ev - er-more, ev - er-more, feed me now and
shield me with your might-y arm, might-y arm, shield me with your might-y
1 will raise for - ev - er-more, ev - er-more,

€V - ¢r -~ more.
arimn.

I will raise for - ev - er- more.

-

P —
fl g E £ £ £ o _ il ‘ o Jj;
e e e e - Y e




First Lutheran Church

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
Online services posted weekly on website:

https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe

724-705-4050

revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Mark Black, Matthew Mazzotti, Lutheran Lay Worship Leaders
Retired: J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God.

The Lay Reader is Lisa Maust.

Acolytes are Jacin and Trevor Flowers.

Counters/Greeters today are R. Williaoms and L. Sten.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you join us in worship
this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If you have questions, please see
the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact Pastor Grewe.



mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-
letin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2024. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Greg Mason, Ed Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Sandy Hebrank, Richard &
Lisa Hager, Anneleise Christian, Rick & Amande, RJ, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westcott,
Jerry Garrison, Apollos Yocca, Cathie Schuett-Weaver, Grant Baun, Nikki Thon,
Amy Verderber, RJ and James, and Dennis S.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from beginners to
experienced. We hope that you will join us for fellowship and fun. Please contact the church
office if you have any questions.



Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13) — August 2, 2026

Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and
buy food for themselves.”

But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We

have only five loaves here and two fish.”

And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and

were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over.

- Matthew 14:15-20 —

Have you ever been asked to do something that you ultimately felt unqualified to do, so you
say no? Or, you say yes with incredible doubt, but end up sticking with it and learning some-
thing new? There are times when we can all relate to this scenario because we all have had
doubts about our skills and talents. There’s also the possibility we simply believe that we don’t
have enough to offer.

In our Scripture today, we read about the disciples being told to feed the growing crowds of
people with only five loaves of bread and two fish. The disciples were asked to do something
they thought was impossible; they didn’t believe there was enough to give. But what does Jesus
do? He takes the loaves and fish, looks up to heaven, and says a blessing over them. Jesus took
what little they had and turned it into something more.

It's the same with our doubt about what we have to give, whether it is our time, talent, or
money; God can multiply and use whatever resource we give over to him. Therefore, we don't
have to harbor those doubts as to whether we are enough, or have enough, in order to do what
God is asking of us.

This Scripture is a beautiful reminder that when we prayerfully turn our doubts over to God,
we can serve the Lord in a multitude of ways! Imagine how satisfying and fulfilling to serve in
such capacity!

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of our time, talents, and treasures. May we always turn
them over to you in order to serve in ways we can’t even imagine. Amen.

SOWeR Site — Weekly Devotional © Sola Publishing: www.solapublishing.com, 2019, written by Mark Werner. Scripture taken from
ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(permission granted to active subscribers to reproduce this sheet for local congregational use)



