St. John 14:15

“Jesus said If you love Me, you will keep My
Commandments. And | will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, 1o be with you
forever.”

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 10, 2026

Prelude

*The Processional Hymn Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW) No. 781
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C:

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.

*The Hymn of Praise Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW) No. 631



*The Hymn of Praise Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW) No. 631
*The Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C: O God, dll good things can come from You alone; generously consider then
our humble prayers. Inspire us to consider what is true, and direct us to
accomplish what is right; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. He lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Acts 17:16-31
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 66:8-20

8Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard,

‘who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.

10For You, O God, have tested us; You have tried us as silver is tried.

1"You brought us into the net; You laid a crushing burden on our backs;

12You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through
water; yet You have brought us out to a place of abundance.

13] will come into Your house with burnt offerings; | will perform my vows to You,

14that which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when | was in frouble.

15] will offer o You burnt offerings of fattened animails, with the smoke of the
sacrifice of rams; | will make an offering of bulls and goats.

16Come and hear, all you who fear God, and | will tell what He has done
for my soul.

17] cried to Him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue.

18]f | had cherished iniquity in my heart, the LORD would not have listened.

19But fruly God has listened; He has attended to the voice of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer or removed His
steadfast love from mel

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelulq, Lord, fo whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Allelula. Allelula.

*The Gospel John 14:15-21
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Children’s Sermon Pastor Grewe
(children leave for Sunday School)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak, (ELW) No. 676

Baptism of Sir John-Thomas Tilghman ELW page 227-231



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27

*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihgdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Take My Life, and Let It Be (ELW) No. 685

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Children of the Heavenly Father 781
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| Chil - dren of theheav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er:
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - 'ry
3 Come, Al - might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - 1ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
. |
e g8 8 o . g ) JF
= ] i e ——
s ¥ t ] I 1 : i i 1
| [—"1 | I ] t t
D —— — . —— % i
y - i i {
@ g s—F F ¢ g - 2 . 5
pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty. .
with - out «ceas - 1ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak  in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead  the
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach  the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - vring feet; oh, feed wus, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
til  our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
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let  us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your  hun- g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell, your praise to  show.
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The Communion
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685 ‘Take My Life, That [ May Be
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| Take my Ife, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be  swift and beau-ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be  filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use  ev - 'ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be

it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.



First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
Online services posted weekly on website:

https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Mark Black, Matthew Mazzotti, Lutheran Lay Worship Leaders

Retired: J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God and Special Day,
Mother’s Day, in memory of Geraldine Sten, Doris Barnhart, Helen Sten, Sara
Young, Elma Young, and all the mothers all over the world. Donation was made
to the Restoration Fund by the Sten and Young Family’'s. Thank you to Lisa for the
beautiful floral arrangement on this very special day.

The Lay Reader is Dennis Schmidt.

Acolytes are Elijah Clark

Counters/Greeters today are R. Williams and S. Reaq.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact
Pastor Grewe.

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs for infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.


mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your
choice. You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want
in the bulletin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2026. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonder-
ful time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Isaac Christian, Lindsay Mankey, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Greg Mason, Ed
Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy Hebrank, Richard
Hager, Judd Lacko, Sandy Mannsman, lan, Isaiah, Aleashia, Sharon, Tammy,
Edelgard, Wolfgang, Klaus & Mel, Bernadette, Bob and Anneleise Christian, Carl
Group, Shari Kienzel, Susan Westott, Amber Falosk, Appolos Yocca, Brenda
Tennant, Darlene Kosak, Gary Conti, June Gosnell, Sally Hazlett, Erin Reel, Stacy
Carroll, R. J. Ramone, Debbie Beighley, Kenny and Josh, David, Eric, Sue Palfrey,
George Salvucci, Gary Freeland, Tom Weiers, Danielle S., Tim F. (Jr.), Wyatt K.,
Aimee Schaffer, Grant Braun, Nikki Thon, Shelly, Don, Sandi Kern, Jacin Flowers,
Jennifer, Rudy, Kris, James Kedar, David Bernthaler, Sandra R., Adam Wiltrout,
USN, Nashaun Sutton, Holly H., Matthew, and Taylor Freeman.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

Adult Sunday School is held before our Church Service starting at 9:45 am in the
church library. Come join us.

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from
beginners to experienced.

First Lutheran Church Mother/Daughter Banquet (May 11) Dinner fickets are $25
each.

Please see Michelle Williams, Joanne Marker, Ruby Rogers or Sonie Rae for tickets.



Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Sixth Sunday of Easter— May 10, 2026

“For as | passed along and observed the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with
this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’
What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you.”
Acts 17:23 -

Proclaim the Truth of God

Someone once wrote, "I was headed to a retreat center, but | had an appointment
somewhere first. Time was short, and so | wanted to find the most efficient route. | opened my
phone and asked Siri, ‘Directions to Christ the King." She replied, ‘Please direct your spiritual
questions to someone better qualified to answer them, preferably a human being.'”

Paul was in Athens. The Greeks were an ecumenical society; they offered something for
everyone! There was a temple on every corner. Athens was a place where frading routes
crossed; it was a place where the world came together, and they wanted everyone to feel
at home. They even had an altar inscribed “To an unknown god.” Those who could not find a
specific temple at least had a place to worship, a place where their god could be honored
and remembered.

Paul went to Mars Hill, which was a place of theological debate and discussion. He
commended them for their religious practices and called their attention to this altar for the
unknown God. He stepped into their world and reached them from their point of view. In
doing so, however, he did not settle for the ecumenical open-mindedness of the Athenians.
He told them what they were missing. He boldly proclaimed the God of creation and His Son
Jesus Christ. Some thought his message was ridiculous, especially the death and resurrection
of Christ.

Paul was qualified to answer their questions, and he willingly risked status, position, and
respect by boldly proclaiming the Gospel message of grace and in doing so, some came to
believe. We live in a similar society, where buffets are the norm so that everyone who enters
can be satisfied. There are religious houses on every corner, something for everyone. Diversity
can be a good thing, but are we willing to be like Paul, boldly proclaiming the truth of the
Gospel message, sharing the “unknown God" who fulfilled every promise in the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus so that they will seek the true God and find life in Him?

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2015, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), written by Peggy Hoppes. Scripture
taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



