"PEACE BE WITH YOU"

St. John 20:19

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 12, 2026
Prelude
*The Processional Hymn I Know That My Redeemer Lives (ELW) No. 619
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.

*The Hymn of Praise Leaning On The Everlasting Arms (ELW) page 774



*The Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray,

C: Help us, almighty God, that our joyful celebration of the resurrection feast
may be reflected in our daily work and conversation. Grant this, we pray, through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading AcCts 5:29-42
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 148
'Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights!
2Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts!
3Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars!
4Praise Him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

SLet them praise the name of the Lord! For He commanded and they were
created.

¢And He established them forever and ever; He gave a decree, and it
shall not pass away.

’Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps,

8fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling His word!

Mountains and all hills, fruit frees and all cedars!

10Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds!

11Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!

12Young men and maidens together, old men and children!

1BLet them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted; His
majesty is above earth and heaven.

14He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His saints, for the people of

Israel who are near to Him. Praise the Lord!



Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelulq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Allelula. Allelula.

*The Gospel John 20:19-31
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)
Children’ Sermon Pastor Grewe
(children leave for Sunday School)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day Holy Spirit Ever Dwelling (ELW) No. 582

*The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. Ilook for the resurrection ¢ of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27

*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihgdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer/Blessing

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Shine, Jesus Shine (ELW) No. 671

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude



I Know That My Redeemer Lives!
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once was  dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - bove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
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5 He lives to bless me with his love; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives to plead for me above; he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my hungry soul to feed; he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to help in time of need. he lives to bring me safely there.
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name!

he lives and loves me to the end;

he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!

He lives, my Savior, still the same;

what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!




What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
774 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine,lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er ' liv-ing as the church’s ver - y life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er . work-ing through the church’s min - is - try;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er form-ing in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to soul
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you we praise with end - less wor-ship for your gifts and
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The Communion
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WITHESS

Shine, Jesus, Shine 671
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First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
Online services posted weekly on website:
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/
The Rev. Robert B. Grewe

724-705-4050

revrob@flcwash.church

Dennis Schmidt, Mark Black, Matthew Mazzotti, Lutheran Lay Worship Leaders

Retired: J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God and in celebration of
Jonathan’s birthday on April 15t and Don Hazlett on April 29t. Jonathan proudly
served as an Usher under Don's charge. Don has been Head Usher for 16 plus
years. The Luketich family and the Congregation is thankful for his devotion to First
Lutheran. A donation was made to the Restoration Fund by Kim and Rich
Luketich.

The Lay Reader is Ron McGoogan.

Acolytes are Jacin and Trevor Flowers.

Counters/Greeters today are S. Rea and J. Black.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contfact
Pastor Grewe.

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs for infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.


mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-
letin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2026. Please write you hames
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Isaac Christian, Lindsay Mankey, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Greg Mason, Ed
Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy Hebrank, Richard
Hager, Judd Lacko, Sandy Mannsman, lan, Isaiah, Aleashia, Sharon, Tammy,
Edelgard, Wolfgang, Klaus & Mel, Bernadette, Bob and Anneleise Christian, Carl
Group, Shari Kienzel, Susan Westott, Amber Falosk, Appolos Yocca, Brenda
Tennant, Darlene Kosak, Gary Conti, June Gosnell, Sally Hazlett, Erin Reel, Stacy
Carroll, R. J. Ramone, Debbie Beighley, Kenny and Josh, David, Eric, Sue Palfrey,
George Salvucci, Gary Freeland, Tom Weiers, Danielle S., Tim F. (Jr.), Wyatt K.,
Aimee Schaffer, Grant Braun, Nikki Thon, Shelly, Don, Sandi Kern, Jacin Flowers,
Jennifer, Rudy, Kris, James Kedar, David Bernthaler, Sandra R., and Adam Wiltrout,
USN.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

Adult Sunday School is held before our Church Service starting at 9:45 am in the
church library. Come join us.

Adult Catechism class is on Tuesday at 11 and 7 pm. All are welcome. We look
forward to you joining us in our discussion.

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from
beginners to experienced.



Listening for the Promise

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Second Sunday of Easter - April 12, 2026

"“"Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin,
was not with them when Jesus came.”
John 20:24 -

My Lord and My God

Has anyone ever told you a story that made you say, “Wow, | wish | had been therel”2 You
don’t just want to hear about it; you want to experience what they experienced. I'm sure
Thomas felt the same way. It is easier to doubt than to believe. The other disciples surely had
their own doubts, questioning everything, trying to understand. They heard Jesus talk about
suffering and death, but they did not believe it could happen to Him. They knew He raised
people from the dead, but they didn’t imagine that He would be raised, too.

This story of Thomas begins on Easter when Jesus first appeared before the disciples. They
were sad, grieving, confused, doubftful, and afraid. Their attitude changed when they saw
Jesus. Their tears turned to laughter. Can you imagine walking into a room full of laughing
disciples when all you can think of is your dead Master? Thomas must have thought they were
crazy. “How can you be laughing at a time like thisg”

We pick on Thomas, but can we really blame him? It is possible that he had not even heard
Jesus had been raised. Thomas' doubt does not suggest a lack of frust or love; he was still
feeling the sadness of Good Friday. The disciples were given an incredible qift: peace and
forgiveness. They would not have believed without the power Jesus gave them when He
breathed on them. Thomas needed the breath of Jesus, too. He did not believe until Jesus
gave him the Spirit that He had given to them all. Then confessing Thomas responded with faith
by saying, “My Lord and my God.”

Jesus gives us the same gift. He comes to us and says, “Be at peace. Trust in me and frust in
my Father. His promises are frue, and He is faithful. Whatever you face, do so with faith,
knowing that everything is already finished. Live in the forgiveness | have obtained for you and
take it out the door into the world for others.” This is the life we are called to live, possible only
by God's grace.

SOWeR Site — Weekly Devotional © Sola Publishing: www .solapublishing.com, 2019, written by Mark Werner. Scripture taken
from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

(permission granted to active subscribers to reproduce this sheet for local congregational use)



