St. Matthew 4:19

“YAnd Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and | will
make you fishers of men.”
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 25, 2026

Prelude

*The Processional Hymn You Servants of God (ELW) No. 825

*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P:  God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

P:  Most merciful God,
C

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God......in the name of the Father, and of the #Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

(ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

*The Apostolic Greeting

C: And also with you.

*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ... , let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

*The Hymn of Praise My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW) NO. 759

Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

January 25, 2026—Third Sunday After Epiphany

“I thank God that | baptized none of you, save Crispus and Gaius ... ."
- 1 Corinthians 1:14 -

Doesn’t it seem odd that Paul would make such a bold proclamatione After all, the Great
Commission is to make disciples of all nations, bapftizing them in the name of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. In our day, there are evangelists and preachers who boast about how many
they’'ve saved, yet Paul points out how few he baptized. This isn’t just a matter of false humility;
for Paul, it was a reminder of the power and authority by which we all are saved.

Paul always put the focus on what mattered most: the work of Christ. What mattered was the
Gospel and the power of God — not the person performing the baptism or the person who was
preaching. All foo often our ministry becomes about the people and their gifts rather than the
One who has made it possible. Paul admits he did not speak eloquently, but how many times
do we follow someone because he or she is well-spoken and charismatice We think there is
more power to the words when the person speaking is educated and articulate, but even the
devil can make a twisted lie sound true.

The Jews believed that they were made right with God by their acts of worship, by their
sacrifices and their offerings. The Gentiles felt there was no need to be made right because
they were good by nature. Unfortunately, many today still believe that righteousness is either
earned or innate. But even in this great weakness there is hope, for Christ came to save us from
ourselves.

That is why Paul brought the focus of the Corinthians back to the work of Christ. The truth is,
Paul, Apollos and Cephas (Peter) were, no doubt, great preachers. They were well-spoken and
charismatic. They were sincere and articulate. But that doesn’t matter. In the end, it was never
about them. Christ himself is the one in whom we are saved.

To believe that the Son of God came to die so that we might be forgiven, is to die to
ourselves and our own merits, and instead to trust that Christ alone is the power and wisdom of
God (1 Cor. 1:24) in our lives!

Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All

rights reserved.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE

724-228-6832

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

*Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C: Almighty and eternal God, graciously look down on our weakness. Reach out to us
with Your majestic right hand, and satisfy us with His glory. We ask through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day  (read responsively) Psalm 27:1-9 [10-14]

IThe LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall | be afraid?

2When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who
stumble and fall.

3SThough an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against
me, yet | will be confident.

4One thing have | asked of the Lorp, that will | seek after: that | may dwell in the house of
the LorDp all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LOrRD and to inquire in
His temple.

SFor He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; He will conceal me under the
cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock.

¢And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and | will offer in
His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; | will sing and make melody to the LoRrp.

’Hear, O LORD, when | cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!

8You have said, “Seek My face.” My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do | seek.”

?Hide not Your face from me. Turn not Your servant away in anger, O You who have been
my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!

['°For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LorD will take me in.

"Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.

12Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false withesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.

13] believe that | shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!

14Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!]



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)

C: Alleluviq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. Allelvia. Allelvia.

(ELW) page 142

*The Gospel Matthew 4:12-25

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Children’s Sermon Pastor Grewe

(children leave for Sunday School)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day O Master, Let Me Walk, With You (ELW) No. 818

*The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in
Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of
Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body, and the Life
everlasting. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Catechism class is on Tuesday at 11 and 7 pm. We are discussing the book
we read over the summer. All are welcome. We look forward to you joining us in
our discussion.

Adult Sunday School is held before our Church Service starting at 9:45 am in the
church library. Come join us.

Our Dartball team is looking for more members. Practices are Tuesdays at 7 pm. No
experience is needed. Come join us for fun and fellowship. We hope to see you
soon.

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from
beginners to experienced. We hope that you will join us for fellowship and fun.
Please contact the church office if you have any questions.

If you have an email address and would like to receive your tax statements,
monthly newsletter and calendar and other information sent by the church, please
send an email to secretary@flcwash.church with the subject as “Your Name email
update”. For example Pastor would send his email with the subject line: Pastor
Grewe email update. This way the church can reduce the cost of stamps. Also
include in the body of the email any address or phone number changes.
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on  to the light.
hear my cry, ‘hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall
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Takemy hand,  pre-cious Lord,  lead me home.

*The Prayers of the Church (response)

P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory

*The Lord’s Prayer

Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihgdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn

Sending Song

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW) No. 773

“Be the Love of Christ”



First Lutheran Church

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church

On line service posted weekly on website: www.flcwash.church
The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Mark Black, Matthew Mazzotti, Lutheran Lay Worship Leaders
Retired, J. Judson Lacko, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by Gosnell’s.

The Lay Reader is Lisa Maust.

Acolytes are Elijah Clark

Counters/Greeters today are J. Black and K. Luketich.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. |If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please confact

Pastor Grewe.

The Communion
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O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs of infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your
choice. You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want
in the bulletin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2024. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonder-
ful fime of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Isaac Christian, Lindsay Mankey, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Greg Mason, Ed
Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy Hebrank, Richard
Hager, Judd Lacko, Sandy Mannsman, lan, Isaiah, Aleashia, Sharon, Tammy,
Edelgard, Wolfgang, Klaus & Mel, Bernadette, Bob and Anneleise Christian, Carl
Group, Shari Kienzel, Susan Westott, Amber Falosk, Appolos Yocca, Brenda
Tennant, Darlene Kosak, Gary Conti, June Gosnell, Sally Hazlett, Erin Reel, Stacy
Carroll, R. J. Ramone, Debbie Beighley, Kenny and Josh, David, Epp family, Eric,
Budd Platts, Sue Palfrey, Cristina Serbak, and George Salvucci.
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