St. Matthew 3:11b

“But He who is coming after me is mightier than |, whose sandals |
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 7, 2025

Holy Communion 11:00 am

Prelude
*The Processional Hymn People Look East (ELW) No. 248
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the “+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise This Is The Feast (ELW) No. 140



*The Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C:. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,
that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading is announced Isaiah 11:1-10

(After the Old Testament Lesson is announced, will light two candles on
the Advent Wreath as the congregation sings verse 1 & 2 of Hymn No. 240, Light
Two Candle to Watch for Messiah) and prayer.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 72:1-7

1Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to the royal son!

2May he judge Your people with righteousness, and Your poor with justice!

3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!

4May He defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the
children of the needy, and crush the oppressor!

SMay they fear You while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout
all generations!

¢May He be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the
earth!

’In His days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, 'til the moon be no

more!



Second Reading Romans 15:4-13
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Anthem Advent Alleluia Adult Choir

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Allelvia. Alleluvia.

*The Gospel Matthew 3:1-12
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day Wake, Awake For Night is Flying (ELW) No. 436

*The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.

I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen



*The Prayers of the Church (response)

P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
*Sharing of the Peace
The Musical Offering
*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27
*The Great Thanksgiving (ELW) page 144
*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God (ELW) page 146
The Distribution
Communion Hymn Now We Join in Celebration (ELW) No. 462

Prayer/Blessing

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.

*The Recessional Hymn Lo, How a Rose E er Blooming (ELW) No. 272

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude



People, Look East
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140 HOLY COMMUNION
Refrain
4 —— o —
AR A - =
l(;\ L ! i j_d_L,‘f = =
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
b - — r—
(S ! o @ - o S — — - -
al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia 1 Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb

L
o

L

N .
m 1 i 3 |
(5" ‘i il — il J_J_IL 2 2 s O
S
who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
{gn U | (= A_.%  —
S ' | v - —8—=
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -lu - ia,
SESieE =N Er=5
{an ! p= O N i
al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 2 Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
’) 1
T 1 1 |
| 1 ! T 1
[ (4 = | | | | i O
J t"—‘{—_—/‘i L
strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
o Refrain
< ITEEEN e - .
(6= S '—f—ﬁ ﬁi? : = et
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia,
: - M = | —
=
& H = O i—_‘r h g

al-le - lu - 1ia,

al -le - lu - ia.

3 Sing with

all the

peo - ple of



i Jiﬁ; . . .
) s O . @ if.:
. d l'_ \\_/

God, and join in thehymnof all cre-a -  tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,

N - . B e
oy = & O
J v
glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
Refrain
ORE ' -
J ’
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu - ia,
) 4 . s
Hu '
) pz O N
| ~ —g
al-le-lu-1a, al-le - lu - ia. 4 For the Lamb who was
04
/4
). p= - [§]
J L Se? M
slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - 1a.
Final refrain
: i —
— e -
This is the  feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
) 4 , =
= I ar ! 1{ e O
Al-le-lu - 1ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.



436 roger

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
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a - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, at last.

on the heights are cry - ing;
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore vyou, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star 1is ris’n; her light 1is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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436 page 2 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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The bride - groom comes! A -wake,  your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
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Al -le - lu - ial Rise and pre-pare the feast to  share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1v. There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who  draws near.
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There sweet de - light  will ev - er flow.
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The Communion
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Now We Join in Celebration
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1 Now we join in cel - e - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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—~ J —
NI e —F o C— o -
#—H ® ! P e r_{p j
[ 0 e | S

P

pn = wd

i
-

L 10, Ei
L 1 HER

G

®

for

~|

the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off

of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v'ry,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers,
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272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness  fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
Wwoe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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vir - gin moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.

bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent was the night.

sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - ry load.

the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
Online services posted weekly on website:

https://firstliutheranwashington.church/

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader
Mark Black, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Ciimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God in honor of Mark and
Jennifer Black’s birthdays, for the blessing of two wonderful grandsons, Nathaniel
and Wesley, and for the blessing of Pastor Rob and all he does. A donation is
made to the Restoration Fund by Kathleen Black.

The Lay Reader is Denny Lacko.

Acolytes are Julia Jeffcoat, Elijah Clark and Matthew Mazzotti.

Counters/Greeters today are V. Group and C. Group.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you
join us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If
you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contfact
Pastor Grewe.

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs for infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.


mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Flower Chart for 2026 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers, (real
or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice. You
will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bulletin
two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2026. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2026. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Isaac Christian, Lindsay Mankey, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Greg Mason, Ed
Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy Hebrank, Richard
Hager, Judd Lacko, Sandy Mannsman, lan, Isaiah, Aleashia, Sharon, Tammy,
Edelgard, Wolfgang, Klaus & Mel, Bernadette, Bob and Anneleise Christian, Carl
Group, Shari Kienzel, Susan Westott, Amber Falosk, Appolos Yocca, Ron Erdmann.
Brenda Tennant, Darlene Kosak, Gary Conti, June Gosnell, Sally Hazlett, and Erin
Reel.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

Dec. 10-Midweek Advent service at 7 PM.



Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional
Second Sunday of Advent - December 7, 2025

“IThere shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.”

-Isqaiah 11:1-2 -

The botanical life of most frees is amazing. Often when a tree is damaged and the trunk is
cut down, a new shoot will come up out of the stump or roots. So long as the roots are healthy,
it will try to live. It will put out new shoots and eventually try to flower and reproduce. It keeps
adapting to its circumstances and tries its best to thrive.

One of my favorite activities is to be out in nature, especially walking or hiking through a
forest. Ever since | was a young girl, | spent a lot of time in Fontenelle Forest of Bellevue,
Nebraska, where | grew up. | hiked with my parents and grandparents. My husband and | had
our engagement photos taken in Fontenelle Forest. And now, when | go back to visit, | take my
kids to the forest. | had a very special relationship with my maternal grandfather. | loved hold-
ing his hand as we walked the trails, and later on, we walked the boardwalk through the forest
as his body didn't allow him to walk on the uneven trails anymore. My grandpa knew a lot
about nature and God'’s creation.

One fime we were walking along, and | noticed how several trees had been cut down. My
grandpa said it could be that they were diseased, or they were aft risk of falling over on the
boardwalk. | mentioned it was a little sad to see them cut down, but then | saw something. It
was bright green, and it appeared to be growing out of the crack in the middle of the stump.
Grandpa said it was a new shoot. The rootfs were continuing to produce, and out of what
appeared to be dead, well, there was new life. Grandpa said it would eventually grow into its
own tree.

| think of that moment every time | revisit these words from Isaiah 11. Jesse, his son David,
and David's son Solomon were gone. What appeared to be left of that family tree was
nothing but a dead stump. But wait! Isaiah says God will grow a brand-new shoot out of that
stump. It will produce a Branch. And the Branch will produce fruit. This Branch would
eventually be known to us as the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The lineage of David would continue
on as God would give us a brand-new David in Jesus Christ. In Him there is life and salvation,
and we know that death no longer has its grip on us.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2022, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by
Theresa Jacobson. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Toly Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.






