
 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Light On Candle to Watch for Messiah” 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 30, 2025 

Holy Communion 11:00 am 

 

Prelude                                                  

 *The Processional Hymn               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                 (ELW) No. 257 

 *The Confession and Forgiveness                                                  (ELW) page  94 

    P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: Most merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 *The Apostolic Greeting                                                      (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                            (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*The Hymn of Praise                                 This is the Feast                                 (ELW) No. 140 



 

*The Prayer of the Day 

     P:   Let us pray, 

    C:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty             

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                     Isaiah 2:1-5 

(After the Old Testament Lesson is announced, Larry Sten and Olivia Lyons  will light 

one candle on the Advent Wreath as the congregation sings verse 1 of Hymn No. 

240, Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah) and prayer. 

     L: The Word of the Lord. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                                                               Hope in God                                                                  Bell Choir 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                              Psalm 122 

 1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

 2Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

 3Jerusalem — built as a city that is bound firmly together, 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed      

   for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

 5There thrones for judgment were set, the thrones of the house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure who love you! 

 7Peace be within your walls and security within your towers!” 

 8For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

 9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 



Second Reading                                                          Romans 13:[8-10] 11-14  

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                                             Christmas is Coming                                         Adult Choir 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                           (ELW) page 142 

     C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.                                           

   Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

* The Gospel                                                                                           Matthew 24:36-44  

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

Children’s Sermon                                            Rev. Grewe                  

Sermon                              Rev. Robert B. Grewe                                   
 

*The Hymn of the Day                   O Lord How Shall I Meet You                       (ELW) No. 241 

*The Nicene Creed 

     I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

 and unseen. 

     I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

 Being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our           

 salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became         

 incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake He was crucified 

 under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose 

 again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

 right  hand of the  Father.   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and His kingdom will have no end.   

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

 the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

 through the prophets.   

       I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

 forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

 come.   Amen 



*The Prayers of the Church  (response)  

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                     

       

*The Offertory                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                     (SBH)  No. 27 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                          (ELW) page 144 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Lamb of God                                                                                             (ELW) page 146 

The Distribution 

Communion Hymn                         All Who Hunger Gather Gladly                            (ELW) No. 461 

Prayer/Blessing 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

C: Amen, Amen, Amen. 

*The Recessional Hymn                     Rejoice, Rejoice Believers                                (ELW)  No. 244 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                               
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First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 

724-225-4040 

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 

Online services posted weekly on website: www.flcwash.church 

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

724-705-4050 

revrob@flcwash.church 

Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

Mark Black, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God by with gratitude for 

God’s many blessings.  A donation was made to the Restoration Fund by Cindy 

Linville. 

 

The Lay Reader is Kimberly Grewe. 

Acolytes are  

Counters/Greeters today are K. Luketich and L. Sten. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  

If you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact        

Pastor Grewe. 

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery 

for those attending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a 

speaker in the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are wel-

come to use the nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.  

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net


  
   

  

 
 

The Flower Chart for 2025 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-

letin two weeks before the due date.   

 

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2025. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2025.  Please sign up. 

 

———————————————————————————————–———————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Isaac Christian, Lindsay Mankey, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Greg Mason, Ed 

Dupas, Pat Dupas, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy  Hebrank, Richard 

Hager, Judd Lacko, Sandy Mannsman, Ian, Isaiah, Aleashia, Sharon, Tammy,   

Edelgard, Wolfgang, Klaus & Mel, Bernadette, Bob and Anneleise Christian, Carl 

Group, Shari Kienzel, Susan Westott, Amber Falosk, Appolos Yocca, Ron Erdmann. 

Brenda Tennant, Darlene Kosak, Gary Conti  and June Gosnell. 

 

—--————————————————————————————————-—————-- 

GIVING TREE 

 The money we collect will go to help a family of 4 (Mom, Dad and 2 young 

boys in elementary school). 

 Mom had to give up her job to care for her Mom who has     aggressive can-

cer.  Dad is working.  They are having trouble paying bills and buying food. 

 Please place a donation in the Giving Tree Box at the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

Movie and Meal after Service. 



 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

 

Sober House Living 

724-228-2203 

Turning Point at Washington 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Listening for the Promise 

Weekly Devotional 

First Sunday in Advent – November 30, 2025 

 

“36{Jesus said,} ‘But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of    

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,       

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were un-

aware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man.’”  

- Matthew 24:36-39 - 

One thing I don’t like is to feel caught off-guard.  I like to feel well-prepared, especially if 

something big is about to happen.  But that isn’t always how life presents itself.  God warned 

Noah that he would bring a flood down on the earth, and God told Noah how to be well pre-

pared for said event.  Back in September 2019, I was serving a two-point rural parish in South-

east South Dakota.  Earlier in the week, Sioux Falls had experience four tornadoes in one night.  

Later that week, we were planning to celebrate Homecoming in our town.  But the weather re-

port turned everyone’s plans upside down.   

One of the dams had broken up North of where we were located.  We’d had lots of rain wa-

ters, and we were receiving word that the Jim River, which runs close to the small country 

church I served, would soon be filled with raging water, and we should expect the worst for 

flooding.  Our time was limited, but people in the community came together to sandbag and 

help put up a levy to keep the flood waters from damaging the little stone church.  We didn’t 

have a lot of time to prepare, but we had just enough.  The waters came, but the church was 

safe.  The news of flood waters coming our way, however, caught us off-guard.  We had to 

drop whatever it was we were doing and heed the warnings of others. 

Jesus tells us that we will not know the day or the hour of when he will return to us.  No one 

knows.  Not the angels.  Not even Jesus himself, the Son of God.  However, God has given us 

plenty of time to prepare for that unexpected moment when Jesus will come back again.  God 

has given us his gifts of grace, forgiveness of sin, and eternal life through the sacraments of Bap-

tism and Holy Communion.  We wait for Jesus’ imminent return, and as we do so, we witness the 

pain and heartache around us.  We bear witness to conflict, violence, disease, and death.  But 

we also bear witness to the promise that God is always with us.  He comes to us through the wa-

ters of baptism and the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  Thanks be to God!  Come, Lord 

Jesus! 
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