St. Luke 12:56

“You hypocrites! You know how to interpret
the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 17, 2025
Weekly Service 10:00 am
Prelude
*The Processional Hymn Immoral, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW) No. 834
*The Confession and Forgiveness (ELW) page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*The Apostolic Greeting (ELW) page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.
*The Kyrie (sung response) (ELW) page 138
P: ....., let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
*The Hymn of Praise How Firm a Foundation (ELW) page 796



*The Prayer of the Day
P. Let us pray,

C: Almighty, eternal God, increase in us Your gifts of faith, hope and love; and
in order that love may abide in us, help us to celebrate what Your love has done
for us. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 23:16-29
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively) Psalm 119:81-88
8IMy soul longs for Your salvation; | hope in Your word.

82My eyes long for Your promise; | ask, “When will You comfort me?”

83For | have become like a wineskin in the smoke, yet | have not forgotten Your

statutes.
84How long must Your servant endure? When will you judge those who persecute
me?
85The insolent have dug pitfalls for me; they do not live according to Your law.
8sAll Your commandments are sure; they persecute me with falsehood; help me!
8’They have almost made an end of me on earth, but | have not forsaken
Your precepfs.
88|n Your steadfast love give me life, that | may keep the testimonies of Your

mouth.



Second Reading Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung) (ELW) page 142

C: Allelulq, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Allelula. Allelula.

*The Gospel Luke 12:49-53 [54-56]
C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel)

C: Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel)

Sermon Rev. Robert B. Grewe

*The Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW) No. 504

*The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus
Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection* of the body, and the Life everlasting.
Amen.



*The Prayers of the Church (response)
P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

The Musical Offering

*The Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart (SBH) No. 27

*The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihgdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

*The Benediction (sung response)

C: Amen, Amen, Amen.
*The Recessional Hymn Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me (ELW) No. 767

*The Dismissal (response)
C: Thanks be to God.

*Sending Hymn Be the Love of Christ

Postlude



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

834
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1 Im - mor -tal, in - wvis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,

thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove

we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy clouds which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
and with - er and per - ish, but naught chang-eth  thee.
tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light hid - eth  thee!
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How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ry tri - als your path - way shall le,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will sull give you aid;
my grace, all -suf - fi cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he say than to you he has said

ri strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,

The flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign

and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev - ils fill the 1land all threat-’ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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- rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
Ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r  us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!
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The Communion
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Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God: and re -
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new a right spir - it with - in me. Cast me not a-
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way from thy pres-ence: and take not thy Ho - 1y
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Spir - it from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of
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thy sal - va- tion: and up - hold me with thy free Spir - it.
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Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, I need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad- ows length - en and night has come,
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di - rect, pro - tect, and feed me from day to day.
for you, the Rock of A - ges, are al - ways near.
I know that you will strength - en my steps toward home,
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With - out your grace and fa - wvor 1 go a - stray;
Close by your side a bid - g, I fear no foe,
then noth-ing can im pede me, O bless - ed Friend!
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so take my hand, O Sav - ior, and lead the way.
for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace 1 go.
So, take my hand and lead me un to the end.
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First Lutheran Church
92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA
724-225-4040
e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church
Online services posted weekly on website:

https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe
724-705-4050
revrob@flcwash.church
Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader
Mark Black, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God.

The Lay Reader is Sonie Reaq.

Acolytes are Jacin and Trevor Flowers.

Counters/Greeters today are D. Schmidt and K. Luketich.

Welcome to our Visitors! The people of this congregation welcome you as you join
us in worship this morning. Please sign the register, located in the narthex. If you
have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office.

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? Please contact
Pastor Grewe.



mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that
sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones. We have a nursery for
those attending to the needs for infants and small children. There is a speaker in
the nursery so that parents can still hear the service. You are welcome to use the
nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.

The Flower Chart for 2025 is posted in the narthex. If you wish to place flowers,
(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.
You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-
letin two weeks before the due date.

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2025. Please write you names
under the month you would like to host. The coffee hours have been a wonderful
time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome! Thank youl!

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2025. Please sign up.

Please pray for those in need of healing:

Isaac Christian, Tyler, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Judy, Brooke, Debbie, Linnese,
Donna B., Karen John. Phyllis Daniels, Beckie Wood, Bridgette, Alex Houck, Stacy
Carroll, Ron Erdmann & Belinda, James, Lori Mauer, John, Ed Dupas, Sandy
Salerno, the Gavazzi family, Janelle Henderson, Rex Gibson, Pat Dupas, Gwen
Roberts, Tammy, Judi, Larry Downing, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy
Hebrank, Jennifer Sasek, Elizabeth, Phyllis, Joe Kern, Lisa Wilds, Julia Jeffcoat,
Richard Hager, Rob, John, Terri Newton, Holly Hiser, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westcott,
Eric Group, Terry Jurkovsky, Karen Dawson, Judd Lacko, Cadence, Sandy
Mannsman, Robyn Cameron, lan, Isaiah, and Alecia, Nettie Walsh and her
parents and family, Greg Mason, Kenny and Josh, and Linda, Edelgard,
Wolfgang, Thomas, Lowell, Paula, Klaus and Mel Behrens, Kim, Alice Z. Lindsay
Mankey, Apollos Yocca, Jackie, Mikao S, Joe McBride, Pastor Rob, Neil Bassi,
Roger C., Rhonda, Anneliese, Carl Group, Raisa Rodsky, Ms. Karen and family,
Myeir & Raven, and Barb Hoover.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PA Mental health support and referral line
1-855-284-2494
WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE
1-877-225-3567
WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE
724-228-6832
SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE
724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY)
FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH.

Sober House Living
724-228-2203

Turning Point at Washington

Bell Choir rehearsal is Thursday at 7:00 pm. We would love for you to join us. Please see Kris

Briggs if you are interested, kkbrgsl@gmail.com. All are welcome.

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from beginners to
experienced. We hope that you will join us for fellowship and fun. Please contact the church office

if you have any questions.

HAPPY MOMENTS, PRAISE GOD
DIFFICULT MEMENTS, SEEK GOD
QUIET MEMENTS, WORSHIP GOD
PAINFUL MOMENTS, TRUST GOD
EVERY MOMENT, THANK GOD



Listening for the Promise
Weekly Devotional

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - August 17, 2025

49 "] came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 52| have a
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 5 Do you
think that | have come to give peace on earthe No, | tell you, but rather division. 52 For from

now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They
will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law.”

- Luke 12:49-53 -

Jesus speaks of his impending crucifixion as a baptism. To make sense of this expression, note
first of all that the waters of baptism have a twofold significance: 1) cleansing and 2) drowning.
For those who reject their baptismal covenant, these waters cease to be waters of cleansing
and become waters of drowning instead. However, since Jesus did not need to be cleansed,
he was ordained through baptism as the curse bearer for covenant-breakers. Hence, for Jesus
the waters of baptism were waters of drowning, and his crucifixion was thus the outworking of
his baptism.

As a further outworking of his baptism, Jesus was appointed to baptize with the Spirit and with
fire after first passing through the waters of death. Like water, fire also has a twofold symbolism:
1) refining and 2) destroying. According to John the Baptist, the baptism with fire will involve a
separation of the wheat from the chaff. Jesus will gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire (Luke 3:16b-17). For the wheat, however, the baptism of the
Holy Spirit will be a refining fire as it was on Pentecost.

Prior to the final destruction of the chaff, there will be separation, division, and conflict
between the wheat and the chaff. This is the ancient division between the seed of the woman
and the seed of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). And because this division results from God's
election, it passes through families and churches. This division is already present in latent form,
but when law and gospel are preached, the division becomes patent. Prophetic fire is cast
upon the earth. Yet, this same preaching is powerful to soften and convert some hearts, even
as it hardens others.

Since this division is already present, why do we seek church unity by avoiding pressing issues,
like abortion, for instance? Just as peace is more than the absence of war, so unity must be
more than a mere absence of conflict. And if we seek unity by watering down our faith, all we
achieve is a least common denominator unity which is thin, brittfle, and vacuous. We reduce
our faith to pious platitudes and Christian clichés. However, if we speak the truth in love with
wisdom and tact, we inadvertently cast fire upon the earth. Whether this is a refining or a
destroying fire is up to God, not us.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Scott Block. Scripture taken
from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publish-
ers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



