
 

 

St. Luke 12:21 

“So is the one who lays up treasure for     

himself and is not rich toward God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 3, 2025 

Holy Communion 10:00 am 

Prelude                                                  

 *The Processional Hymn              Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                                     (ELW) No. 623 

 *The Confession and Forgiveness                                                  (ELW) page  94 

    P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: Most merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 *The Apostolic Greeting                                                      (ELW) page 138 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 *The Kyrie  (sung response)                                            (ELW) page 138 

     P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

  *The Hymn of Praise                                This Is The Feast                                  (ELW) page 140 



 

 

*The Prayer of the Day 

     P:   Let us pray, 

    C:  Almighty, eternal God, Your kindness is far more than we desire or deserve. 

Generously pour out Your mercy to forgive where our conscience is afraid and to 

provide that for which by ourselves, we do not even presume to pray; through   

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 First Reading                                                                   Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26 

     L: The Word of the Lord. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                              Psalm 100 

 1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

 2Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! 

 3Know that the Lord, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His;   

   we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

 4Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; 

   bless His name! 

 5For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to 

   all generations. 



 

Second Reading                                                                      Colossians 3:1-11 

     L:  The Word of the Lord.     

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                                    (ELW) page 142 

     C:   Allelula, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.                    

  Allelula.  Allelula. 

 

* The Gospel                                                                                                   Luke 12:13-21  

       C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

       C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 

                     

Sermon                             Rev. Robert B. Grewe  
 

*The Hymn of the Day                    Take My Life, and Let it Be                         (ELW) No. 685 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried:  He 

descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended   

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection+ of the body, and the Life everlasting.  

Amen. 



*The Prayers of the Church  (response)  

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                     

       

*The Offertory                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                     (SBH)  No. 27 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                          (ELW) page 144 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Lamb of God                                                                                             (ELW) page 146 

The Distribution         

Communion Hymn                     The King of Love My Shepherd Is                             (ELW) No. 502 

Prayer/Blessing 

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

C: Amen, Amen, Amen. 

*The Recessional Hymn              For the Fruit of All Creation                                   (ELW)  No. 679 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*Sending Hymn                                      Be the Love of Christ 

Postlude                               



           

           



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       





 







 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

First Lutheran Church 

92 W. Walnut St., Washington, PA 

724-225-4040 

e-mail: secretary@flcwash.church 

Online services posted weekly on website:                                                                        

https://firstlutheranwashington.church/  

The Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

724-705-4050 

revrob@flcwash.church 

Dennis Schmidt, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

Mark Black, Lutheran Lay Worship Leader 

Matthew Cimino, Organist and Music Director 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

The Flowers on the Chancel are given to the glory of God  by Eric and Heather 

Quedenfeld in joyous celebration of their son, Jackson, and his upcoming       

marriage nuptials to Megan, and with excitement, joy and gratitude for this     

special blessed event.    

 The Lay Reader is Dennis Schmidt. 

Acolytes are Julia Jeffcoat. 

Counters/Greeters today are C. Group and V. Group. 

 

Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church?  Please contact        

Pastor Grewe. 

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.  

 

mailto:church@flcwash.comcastbiz.net
https://firstlutheranwashington.church/


  

The Flower Chart for 2025 is posted in the narthex.  If you wish to place flowers, 

(real or artificial) near the altar, sign your name opposite the date of your choice.  

You will be reminded of your date and asked for the wording you want in the bul-

letin two weeks before the due date.   

Sign-up sheets are posted to host a coffee hour in 2025. Please write you names 

under the month you would like to host.  The coffee hours have been a wonderful 

time of fellowship and the hosts have been awesome!  Thank you!! 

Sign-up sheets are posted for Lay Readers in 2025.  Please sign up. 

———————————————————————————————–———————— 

Please pray for those in need of healing:   

Isaac Christian, Tyler, Amy Verderber, Lou Mayne, Judy, Brooke, Debbie,  Linnese, 

Donna B., Karen John. Phyllis Daniels, Beckie Wood, Bridgette, Alex Houck, Stacy 

Carroll, Ron Erdmann & Belinda, James, Lori Mauer, John, Ed Dupas, Sandy         

Salerno, the Gavazzi family, Janelle Henderson, Rex  Gibson, Pat Dupas, Gwen   

Roberts, Tammy, Judi, Larry Downing, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy      

Hebrank, Jennifer Sasek, Elizabeth,  Phyllis, Joe Kern, Lisa Wilds, Julia Jeffcoat,  

Richard Hager, Rob, John, Terri Newton, Holly Hiser,  Shari Kienzle, Susan Westcott, 

Eric Fritz, Terry Jurkovsky, Karen Dawson, Judd Lacko, Cadence, Sandy         

Mannsman, Robyn Cameron, Ian, Isaiah, and Alecia, Nettie Walsh and her       

parents and family, Greg   Mason, Kenny and Josh, and Linda, Edelgard,         

Wolfgang, Thomas,  Lowell, Paula, Klaus and Mel Behrens, Kim, Alice Z.  Lindsay 

Mankey, Apollos Yocca, Jackie,  Mikao S, Joe McBride, Pastor Rob, Neil  Bassi, 

Roger C., Rhonda, Anneliese, and Carl Group. 



EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Sober House Living 

724-228-2203 

Turning Point at Washington 

————————————————————————— 

Bell Choir rehearsal is Thursday at 7 pm. We would love for you to join us. Please see 

Kris Briggs if you are interested, kbrgs1@gmail.com. All are welcome.  

 

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from            

beginners to experienced.  



 Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional  

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – August 3, 2025 

 

“51 When 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 

17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he 

said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 

years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 

you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up    

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

Luke 12:16-21 – 

 

In the rhetorical technique of hyperbole, one exaggerates to prove a point. To this end, one 

might use a contrived example that is ludicrous and comical in its extreme as an exaggerated 

version of the problem one is seeking to expose. The purpose of doing this is to show how bad 

something truly is. This is precisely what Jesus does in the parable of the rich fool. He uses a  

contrived and exaggerated example to expose the stupidity of covetousness. 

In the parable this stupidity is evident in the behavior of the rich fool. He is so blinded by 

greed that he tears down his existing barns and builds new ones just to hold more of his stuff. 

But we might well ask, “Wouldn’t it be cheaper to share one’s excess than to tear down one’s 

barns and replace them with new ones? And even assuming that one needed more storage 

space, wouldn’t it be cheaper to build additional barns than to replace the existing ones?” But 

this is just the point that Jesus is making. The rich fool is so blinded by his covetousness that he 

can’t think straight. As a result, he does comically stupid things. 

According to the Apostle Paul, covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). And the blinding    

nature of idolatry is evident in the parable. The rich fool forgot that he was God’s creature and 

that God had given him all his stuff. He therefore forgot that God owned him and all his stuff. 

Instead, he worshipped himself and his stuff rather than God. As a result, he laid up treasure for 

himself and forgot to be rich toward God. And since he and his entire estate belonged to God 

in the first place, he actually defrauded God in his lack of generosity. 

Sadly, the rich fool is a picture of us. In the rich fool, we see the bondage of our will in sin. In 

the rich fool, we see that we are truly curved in on ourselves in idolatry and self-worship. But 

there is some good news in the midst of this picture. If we are concerned about these    

tendencies of ourselves, this is a sign that God has already freed us from our bondage to sin by 

his powerful grace. By contrast, the rich fool went headlong into his idolatry, oblivious and     

unconcerned, until it was too late. 

 

Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  


