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The Sacrament of Communion  

April 20, 2025 

 

Banner unrolled                                   

Prelude                                                               An Easter Story                                                    Bell Choir 

*The Processional Hymn                          Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                      (ELW) No. 367 

*The Confession and Forgiveness                                                                     (ELW) page  94 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy.....of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God,.....in the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

*The Apostolic Greeting                                                                              (ELW) page 138 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

*The Kyrie (sung response)                                                                                  (ELW) page 138 

P: ....., let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

D:  

The Hymn of Praise                  This is the Feast                                (ELW) page 140 



 

  *The Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Almighty God, You have overcome death through Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, and have opened to us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly 
beseech You that as You put into our minds good desires, so by Your con-
tinual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

First Lesson:                                                          Isaiah 65:17-25 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem                                                Risen Today, Alleluia                                   Bell Choir 

      

The Psalmody for the Day (read responsively)                                             Psalm 16 

   1Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 
 2I say to the LORD, “You are my LORD; I have no good apart from You.” 
 3As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all   

   my delight. 
 4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their  drink          

   offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips. 
 5The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot. 
 6The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful        

    inheritance. 
 7I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 
 8I have set the LORD always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall  

    not be shaken. 
 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also   

    dwells secure. 
 10For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one see   

    corruption. 
 11You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is        

    fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 



  

 
Second Lesson:                                                     1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem        Tell It To The Nations                  Adult Choir 

 

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung)                                   (ELW) page 142 

  C:  Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to      

      anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 

          

*Gospel:                                                      Luke 24:1-12 

    C: Glory to You, O Lord. (sung after announcement of the Gospel) 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. (sung after conclusion of the Gospel) 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                            Rev. Robert B. Grewe 

  

*The Hymn of the Day                   Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus                                         (ELW) No. 392 

 

*The Nicene Creed 

     I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

     I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the     

 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

 made, of one Being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  For us  

 and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake He 

 was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  On the third 

 day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come again in   glory to 

 judge the living and the  dead, and His kingdom will have no end.   

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

 and the Son.  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and  glorified.  He has 

 spoken through the prophets.   

       I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism   

  for the forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection (+) of the dead, and the life   

 of the world to come.   Amen   



 
*The Prayers of the Church  (response) 

 P:   Lord, in Your mercy, 

  C:  Hear our prayer. 

*Sharing of the Peace 

The Musical Offering                 

*The Offertory                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                       (SBH) No. 27 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                          (ELW) page 144 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Lamb of God                                                                                             (ELW) page 146 

The Distribution 

Communion Hymn                       All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly                             (ELW) No. 461 

 Prayer/Blessing  

Announcements 

*The Benediction  (sung response) 

C: Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

*The Recessional Hymn               Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                    (ELW)  No. 365 

 

*The Dismissal  (response) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

                                            

Postlude 
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The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God. 

Lay Reader is Kris Briggs. 

Acolytes are Heidi and Denico Walsh. 

Counters are C. Group and V. Group. 

Please pray for those in need of healing: 

Isaac Christian, the  Pollana family, Sylvia Sunstrum, Tyler, Danielle Sherman, Amy Verderber, Lou 

Mayne, Judy, Brooke, Debbie, Sayward, Jim H., Judy Coble, Linnese, Donna B., Karen John. Neil 

Bassi, Phyllis   Daniels, Beckie Wood, Bridgette, Alex Houck, Stacy Carroll, Ron  Erdmann &     

Belinda, James, Lori Mauer, Budd Platts, Mark V., John, Ed Dupas, Sandy Salerno, the Gavazzi 

family, Janelle Henderson, Rex  Gibson, Pat Dupas, Gwen Roberts, Tammy, Cheyenne Walker, 

Judi,  Lenny & Sandy, Larry Downing, Carol Cancelmi, Amanda Laib, Sandy Hebrank, Jennifer 

Sasek, Larry Zimmerman, Jean Shearer, Elizabeth,   Phyllis, Joe Kern, Lisa Wilds, Julia Jeffcoat, 

Richard Hager, Rob, John, Terri Newton, Holly Hiser, Shari Kienzle, Susan Westcott, Eric Fritz, Terry 

Jurkovsky, Karen Dawson, Judd Lacko, Cadence, Sandy Mannsman, Robyn Cameron, Ian,    

Isaiah, and Alecia, Nettie Walsh and her parents and family, Greg Mason, Joanne Reck, Kenny 

and Josh, and Linda,  Edelgard, Wolfgang, Thomas, Lowell, Matt S., Paula, Klaus and Mel       

Behrens, Kim, Alice Z. and Lindsay Mankey. 
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Welcome to our Visitors!  The people of this congregation welcome you as you 

join us in worship this morning.  Please sign the register, located in the narthex.  If 

you have questions, please see the pastor or contact the church office. 

 

Do you wish to become a member of First Lutheran Church? 

Please contact Pastor Grewe. 

 

Nursery: We welcome all children to be a part of worship, but we realize that 

sometimes the service can be too long for the little ones.  We have a nursery for 

those attending to the needs for infants and small children.  There is a speaker in 

the nursery so that parents can still hear the service.  You are welcome to use the 

nursery for the entire service, or just a small part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

PA Mental health support and referral line  

1-855-284-2494 

WASHINGTON, PA BEHAVORIAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

1-877-225-3567 

WASHINGTON COUNTY BHDS LINE 

724-228-6832 

SCOTT BERRY DIRECT LINE 

724-250-4079 (FOR CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) 

FOR OTHER NEEDS, CONTACT 211 OR THE CHURCH. 

————————————————————————-- 

Sober House Living 

724-228-2203 

Turning Point at Washington 

————————————————————————— 

Adult Sunday School is held before our Church Service starting at 9:45 am in the 

church library. Come join us.  

Bell Choir rehearsal is Thursday at 7 pm. We would love for you to join us. Please 

see Kris Briggs if you are interested, kbrgs1@gmail.com. All are welcome.  

Chess Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. All are welcome from        

beginners to experienced.  

 

 



 

Listening for the Promise  

Weekly Devotional   

Resurrection of Our Lord – April 20, 2025 

 

“Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear.” 

Isaiah 65:24 - 

 

 It’s not unusual for people who know us very well to be able to discern what we are 

thinking or anticipate what we might do, even without our saying a word. Part of paying     

attention to another person is getting to know what is important to them and how they might 

react to different things. Having those people in our life who can interpret the look on our 

face or read between the lines of our text messages is a real blessing.  

 

 But even in our closest relationships we still have the capacity to surprise one another. A 

spouse will do something we find totally baffling. A child will respond in a way we never saw 

coming. A friend will say something we think is completely out of character. There are limits to 

how well we can know one another in this life. 

 

Isaiah describes a coming day when these limits will no longer exist in our relationship with 

God. God will answer before we call and hear while we are still speaking. Paul adds to this 

that we will know the Lord even as we are already fully known by him. 

The distance that needs to be overcome, the barrier that exists between us and God is the 

wall of our sin. Our sin makes God’s ways baffling to us. Our sin prevents us from knowing God 

as he would have us know him. 

 

Today we celebrate the beginning of the end of this barrier between us and God. As Christ 

broke open the grave, he began the work of breaking down our sin, breaking down our      

rebellion, returning us to the Lord. With each passing day we get closer to the completion of 

this work. With each passing day we are closer to our salvation. 

 

In God’s new and everlasting kingdom, sin will no longer separate us from him, and he will 

hear our songs of praise before they have even sprung from our lips. “Alleluia” will be our    

perpetual chorus as we join the company of saints in light. Even death will no longer be a   

barrier between us and our Lord because, like our Savior, we will have death behind us. 

 

 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Patti Morlock. Scripture 

taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


